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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE USE

Begin…

The North East Regional Alcohol Forum (NERAF) has been awarded £101,601 by Northern Rock Foundation to develop their peer-led support services regionally over the next three years.

Based in Sunderland, the UK’s ‘champion’ alcohol project (Drink and Drugs News) NERAF is developing a network of support services for problematic drinkers, their families and carers to help people turn their lives around.

‘Our Sunderland based services are going from strength to strength, with real impact being made. We now provide eight support groups, a women’s and carers service, training and a 1-2-1 mentoring service. Thanks to Back on the Map we have been able to develop the UK’s first Community Alcohol Misuse Project, which is starting to reap real rewards for those who have been part of it.

We are making a huge difference in Sunderland and the award from Northern Rock Foundation will allow us to expand our services in Durham, Gateshead, Newcastle and to other areas of the North East and Cumbria.

The last few months have been a particularly concerning time to us when hearing of the troubled times at Northern Rock plc and the implications that it could have on Northern Rock Foundation considering that all was well when we first submitted our application. 

For several years the Foundation has ploughed millions into developing organisations that make a difference to people and communities throughout the region and even though things are uncertain at the moment the award is a prime example of them doing their bit for the region yet again.

Alcohol misuse is probably the biggest challenge we face today as it affects every facet of our lives, from education, employment, health and crime and disorder. Our aim is to tackle the causes of alcohol misuse rather than just treat the symptoms and we believe the North East is an ideal place to do this 

It has been a big week for NERAF as we were also told that our community alcohol misuse project (the Uks’ first) is to be extended to 2011.

Ends – 

More Information

Kevan Martin founded NERAF and registered it as a Charity in 2003. Kevan accessed treatment for many years because of his alcoholism, realized that things should be improved and set about to do it. He is involved in national and local steering groups with Alcohol Concern, NERAAG,(North East Regional  Alcohol Advisory Group) & other for a. NERAF are nationally acknowledged as being the at the forefront of user involvement in the UK) A regular ‘target’ for journalists Kevan regularly appears in local, regional, and national press and in radio and television broadcasts. Kevan can be contacted on any of the numbers or email below. Feel free to contact Kevan if you would like his professional and personal comment on any alcohol related issues. A full account of the development of NERAF and its services can be seen on the website.If possible please include the web site link in any NERAF story you may run.

www.neraf.org
info@neraf.org

0191 5145852 – 07900 196353
